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might be some pure goods, music, for in-
stance, or mathematics; but the impure
moral goods were better and could not be
spared. Such a concession, however, if it
had been taken to heart, would have ruined
his whole moral philosophy. The rom^nti-
cist must maintain that only what is painful
can be noble and only what is lurid bright.
A taste for turbid and contrasted values
would soon seem perverse when once any-
thing perfect had been seen and loved.
Would it not have been better to leave out
the worst of the crimes and plagues that
have heightened the tragic value of the
world ? But if so, why stop before we had
deleted them all ? We should presently
be horrified at the mere thought of passions
that before had been found necessary by
the barbarous tragedian to keep his audience
awake; and the ear at the same time would
become sensitive to a thousand harmonies
that had been inaudible in the hurly-burly of
romanticism. The romanticist thinks he has
life by virtue of his confusion and torment,
whereas in truth that torment and confusion
are his incipient death, and it is only the
modicum of harmony he has achieved in